A preliminary data grid and maps are presented for an aeromagnetic survey of the Taylor Mountains and a portion of the Bethel quadrangles, Alaska. The aeromagnetic survey was flown by McPhar Geosurveys Ltd. for the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). A flight-line spacing of 1,600 meters (1 mile) and nominal flight height of 305 meters (1,000 feet) above topography (draped) was used for the survey. The preliminary data grid has a grid cell size of 350 meters (1150 feet).
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Final data processing and quality control have not been applied to these data. The purpose of this preliminary data release is to allow prompt public access to these data, which are of interest for active mineral exploration in the region. A more complete data release and description will be published later once the final data processing is complete. (Connard and others, 1999) . The new survey was commissioned by the USGS to improve data coverage for regional geologic mapping and for government assessment of mineral potential for the region.
The data grid and maps in this report are preliminary. The contractor has not yet completed data processing and quality control for this survey. Therefore, the data have not been formally accepted by the USGS at this time (July 2004). As the data appear to be of acceptable quality for geologic reconnaissance and mineral exploration, the USGS is releasing the data in the interest of timely public access. The data have not been subjected to contractor or USGS quality-control checks. The data appear consistent with previous aeromagnetic data and grids for this region (Saltus and Simmons, 1997 ). The grid is projected using the WGS 84 datum and Universal Transverse Mercator Zone 4. 
Summary
In the interest of timely public data access in an active exploration region, preliminary data and maps are presented here for the Taylor Mountains quadrangle and a small portion of the adjoining Bethel quadrangle, southwestern Alaska. These data were collected by McPhar Geosurveys Ltd. for the USGS. A more complete USGS data release, including flight-line data, will follow once complete data processing and quality controls have been applied.
